OPTION # 44—Agricultural Land Protection
Comparative ranking:    C

Not estimated


Category
Description



Working group
Agriculture / Forestry:  Agriculture 5.0

Option name
Agricultural Land Protection

Sector(s)
Agriculture

Policy / program elements
A goal of saving ten percent of projected farmland loss by 2010, and 20 percent by 2020 (950 acres per year over 15 years).


Rationale
Maintains soil from disruption which releases carbon to the atmosphere.

Existing policy/program
A variety of programs exist that potentially affect land conversion rates, including Land for Maine’s Future program; USDA Farm and Ranchland Protection Program; etc.


Significant co-benefits
May also reduce transportation emissions by directing growth to more efficient locations.


Carbon saved 2020
22.7, including a portion allocated to VMT reduction effects

Cost per unit saved carbon
To be determined

Performance measure


Implementation method(s)
Regulatory and market-based landuse standards and goals; direct incentive payments (easements and acquisitions); cluster zoning requirements or incentives (also known as conservation design or low impact development); revised transportation infrastructure investments; improvements to farm

profitability; and education.


Implementation / outreach considerations
Requires some form of proactive “smart growth” program.

